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Customer No. 
28581 


Group Art Unit 
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Invention: 

FREQUENCY CONVERTER FOR A TELEVISION SIGNAL 



I hereby certify that this Petition to Withdraw Holding of Abandonment Based on Failure to Receive Office „ 

(Identify type of correspondence) 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 

addressed ^"Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 
December 1, 2004 



(Date) 



Cheryl L. Powell 



(Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence) 
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Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing. 
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lertificate of Mailing Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 ,8 

I hereby certify tnaVfes*©^^»d any paper or fee referred to as being transmitted herewith, is being deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Petitions, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on the date indicated below: 



Date of Deposit December 1 . 2004 



Cheryl L, Powell 



Name of Person Mailing Paper 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re Patent Application 

Fiesel 

Serial Number: 09/325,930 

Filed: June 4, 1999 

Title: Frequency Converter for 
a Television Signal 



Group Art Unit: 2614 



Examiner: Natnael, Paulos M. 



Attn. Docket No.: C-DIT-1806 



Date: December 1, 2004 



Mail Stop Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT BASED ON 
FAILURE TO RECEIVE OFFICE ACTION 



Applicant hereby petitions under 37 CFR 1.181 MPEP 711.03(c) for withdrawal 
of the holding of abandonment of the above-identified application based on the failure to 
receive a Final Office Action mailed on November 18, 2003. 



STATEMENT: 
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1 . The attorneys of record in the above-identified application include the 
undersigned attorney and Arthur L. Plevy (Mr. Plevy). 

2. Mr. Plevy is no longer with Duane Morris LLP, therefore, the undersigned 
attorney is handling this matter. 

3. The above-identified application was filed by Mr. Plevy on June 4, 1999. 

4. At the time of filing Mr. Plevy's mailing address was GREENBAUM, ROWE, 
SMITH, RAVIN, DAVIS & HIMMEL LLP, P.O. Box 5600, Woodbridge, NJ 07095- 
0988. A copy of the original application transmittal paper and a copy of the combination 
declaration and power of attorney, both of which showing the address of Mr. Plevy, are 
enclosed herewith. 

5. On September 24, 2001 Mr. Plevy filed a first status inquiry and a Change Of 
Correspondence Address (PTO form 122) requesting that the correspondence address in 
the above-identified application be changed to customer number 28581, which at the time 
corresponded to Duane Morris LLP, 100 College Road West, Suite 100, Princeton, New 
Jersey 08540. A copy of these papers and the corresponding return receipt post card 
stamped by the USPTO on September 26, 2001 is enclosed herewith. 

6. On October 10, 2001 Mr. Plevy received a written response to the above inquiry 
from the Customer Service Office of the USPTO stating that an Office Action would be 
issued by October, 2002. A copy of this paper is enclosed herewith. 

7. On June 19, 2002 the USPTO mailed a non-final Office Action to Mr. Plevy's 
former address set forth in paragraph 2. A copy of the front page of the Office Action is 
enclosed herewith. 

8. On September 24, 2002 Mr. Plevy filed an amendment responding to the Office 
Action of June 19, 2002. 
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7. On August 8, 2003 Mr. Plevy filed a second status inquiry and a duplicate copy of 
the Change Of Correspondence Address filed on September 24, 2001. A copy of these 
papers and the corresponding return receipt post card received by Mr. Plevy on August 
14, 2003, but inexplicably not date stamped by the USPTO, are enclosed herewith. 

8. A search of the file jacket of the application indicates that there is a note signed 
by Mr. Plevy' s legal assistant indicating that on September 2, 2003, Examiner Natnael 
called Mr. Plevy to request the status of the application. The note also indicates that 
Examiner Natnael was going to pull the application file and call Mr. Plevy back. A copy 
of this note is enclosed herewith. 

9. A search of the file jacket of the application revealed no indication that Examiner 
Natnael called Mr. Plevy back. 

10. On or about July 14, 2004, Examiner Natnael called and spoke with the 
undersigned attorney to inquire as to whether a response to a Final Office Action mailed 
on November 18, 2003 was filed. The undersigned attorney asked Examiner Natnael to 
forward a copy of the Final Office Action mailed on November 18, 2003 so that the 
undersigned attorney could determine the next course of action. Examiner Natnael 
requested that copies of the status inquiry of August 2003, the change of address of 
September 24, 2001 and the return receipt post cards for same be sent to him at the 
USPTO by facsimile transmission. 

11. On July 15, 2004 the undersigned attorney transmitted copies of the status inquiry 
of August 2003, the change of address of September 2001 and the return receipt post 
cards for same to Examiner Natnael by facsimile transmission. A copy of the facsimile 
transmittal sheets, transmission reports, and Auto-Reply Facsimile Transmission report 
are enclosed herewith. 
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12. A search of the file jacket of the application revealed no indication that Examiner 
Natnael responded to the facsimile transmission of July 15, 2004. 



13. On October 1, 2004 the undersigned attorney called Examiner Natnael to again 
request a copy of the Final Office Action mailed on November 18, 2003. 

14. On October 1 , 2004 the undersigned attorney received, by Facsimile transmission 
from Examiner Natnael, copies of the Final Office Action mailed on November 18, 2003 
and a Notice of Abandonment. Copies of the received Final Office Action and Notice of 
Abandonment are enclosed herewith. 

15. A search of the file jacket of the application indicates that the Final Office action 
mailed on November 18, 2003 and the Notice of Abandonment were not received by 
Attorneys for Applicant. A copy of the docket record where the non-received Office 
action mailed on November 18, 2003 would have been entered had it been received and 
docketed by attorneys for applicant is attached herewith. 

16. This petition is believed to be timely under 37 CFR 1.181 (f), as it was filed 
within two months of the receipt of the Notice of Abandonment transmitted on October 1, 
2004 by facsimile transmission. 

17. No fee is believed to be due as a result of this communication. The Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to charge any other fees which may be required or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2061. 



Duane Morris LLP 
P.O. Box 5203 
Princeton, NJ 08543-5203 
(609) 631-2446 (phone) 
(609) 631-2401 (fax) 
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Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, 
Ravin, Davis & Himmel llp, 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

METRO CORPORATE CAMPUS ONE 
P.O. BOX SSOO 
WOODBRIOGE, NEW JERSEY 07095 0988 
(732) 549-5600 
TELECOPIER C732) 549-1881 
ABA NET 2529 

OELIVERY ADORESS: 
99 WOOD AVE. SOUTH 
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08 830 2712 




WM L GREENBAUM (IQI4 10631 
ALLEN RAVIN (1097 19971 



6 BECKER FARM RO. 
ROSELANO, NEW JERSEY 07068-1735 
(973) 535-ISOO 
TELECOPIER (973) 535-1698 



June 4, 1999 



REPLY TO 

Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Atty Dkt #: C-DIT-1 806/FIESEL 
Inventor(s): Hans FIESEL 

Title: FREQUENCY CONVERTER FOR A 



ROBERT 3 G»ttN8AUM 
ARTHUR M GACENBAUM 
PAUL A ROWE 
WEnOELL a SMtTH 
ALAN C DAVIS 
OAVIOL BRUCK 

MICHAELS HIMMEL 

ARTHUR L PLCV> 
MICHAEL A BACKER 
OCAN A GAVER 
ROBERT C SCHACHTEP 
MARTIN L LEPCLSTAT 
OENNIS A EST is 
W<LLIAM 0 GRANO 
BENJAMIN 0 LAMBERT JR 
ALAN S NAAR 
MARK H SO BEL 
HAL W MANOEL 
BARRY S GOODMAN 
PETER A BUCHS8AUM 
LAWRENCE P MAHER 
THOMAS J OEniTZIO JR 
ROBERTS GOLDSMITH 



JOHN 0 NORTH 
KENNETH T BILLS 
THOMAS C SENTER 
MARGARET GOOOZClT 
ROBERT J KtPNEES 
W RAYMONO F ELTON 
CHRISTINE F LI 
MERYL AG GONCHAR 
MICHAEL K FEINBERG 
CARLTON T SPiLLER 
JAMES E PATTERSON 
JOSEPH M ORIOLO 
LLOYO M TUBMAN 
SABRINA A KOGCL 
JACQUELINE M PRINTZ 
MARJORIE F CHERTOK 
LAWRENCE H WERTHEIM 
DAVID B MIMELMAN 
GARY K WOLINETZ 
KEVIN T McNAMARA 
RICHARD L HERTZBERG 
ELLEN A SILVER 
ANDREA J SULLIVAN 



DANIEL L GOLDEN OF COUNSEL 
STEVEN S GOLDENBERG OF COUNSEL 
NJ LEGISLATIVE AGENT 
SHERRYL w KAUFMAN. OF COUNSEL 



ALLEN V BROWN 
ROBERTS UNOCRHILL 
STEVEN F1RK5EA 
SUSAN OKIN GOLDSMITH 
JAMES A MOHONEY 
JESSICA R MAYER 
ANNE OONLON MORRISON 
CHRISTINE F MARKS 
MARC 0 POU CASTRO 
DIANE V GARR'TY 
JONATHAN W PHtLlPP 
MARC J GROSS 
PAUL A SCHWARZ 
LUKE J KEALY 
CHRISTOPHERS PORRINO 
JEFFREY m SHAPtRO 
JOOI L ROSENBERG 
MIA L STUART 
RiCHARO L ELBERT 



TELEVISION SIGNAL 



AARON R CAS LEY 
JESSICA L KYLE 
KEITA ARCHIE YOUNG 
ClPORA S WINTERS 
MARCUS A BANKS 
OiLiP B PATEL 
JOOI S ELIGBERG 
EDWARD J HOWARD 
LORI A BERGER 
VICTORIA A KARLSON 
ROSEMARY CULCASl 
WILLIAM 0 BRICK 
RACHEL M COE 
KELLY M BROWN 
JONATHAN M OARCY 
EMILY A KALLER 
OEIRORE M NAUGHTON 
BRIAN J WATERS 
ARREN S GOL0MAN 
ALAN A SORNSTEIN 



Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith please find the following documents in the above-identified application for 
Letters Patent of the United States: 



1 Pages of Abstract 

14 Pages of Specification 

20 Number of Claims 

1 Sheets of Drawings 

X Declaration, Power of Attorney 

X Express Mail Certification No. EJ527536374US 

X Priority Document- German Patent No. 198 25 455.5 

X Postcard Receipt - PLEASE PROVIDE FILING DATE AND 

Check No ^J? for $ 760.00 calculated below: 

Basic Fee 
Additional Fees: 

Total claims (including multiple dependent claims)_20_ 
Total claims in excess of 20 _0_ X $18.00 
Independent claims 3 
Independent claims over 3 _0_ X $78.00 
Fee for multiple dependent claim(s) $260.00 



$760.00 



0.00 



0.00 
0.00 



TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED S760JM) 

IF THERE ARE ANY FEES DUE AND OWING, PLEASE CHARGE DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

NO. 50-0713. / - 

Respectfully submitted, 



ALP:sb ^ 7 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re Patent Application of: 
FIESEL 

Serial No.: 09/325,930 
Filing Date: 06/04/99 

For: FREQUENCY CONVERTER FOR 
A TELEVISION SIGNAL 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Group Art Unit: 2838 
AttyDkt: C-DIT-1806 Fiesel 

Date: September 24, 2001 



STATUS INQUIRY 



Dear Sir: 

Applicant by and through his counsel hereby inquires as to the current disposition of the above- 
identified case. Applicant had filed an initial patent application on June 4, 1999 and received a Notice of 
Recordation of Assignment Document dated December 13, 1999, which was the last known paper filed 
in the instant case. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests an expected date of when an Examiner 
will take action on the application. Applicant further requests that the Patent Office provide a written reply 



to this status letter. Such reply may be faxed to the following correspondence address: 
Arthur L. Plevy 

Duane, Morris & Heckscher LLP 
100 College Road West 
Suite 100 

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
Phone- 609-919-4402 
Fax- 609-919-4401 



Duane, Morris & Heckscher LLP 
100 College Road West, Suite 100 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
(609) 919-4402 -telephone 
(609) 919-4401 -facsimile 



I hereby certify that this Status Inquiry is being mailed via first class mail with the United 
States Post Office under 37 CFR §1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, DC 20231. 



Respectfully submitted, 




PLEVY 
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HPTO/SB/1 22 (10-00) 
Apprt or use through 1 0/31 /2002. OMB 0651 -0035 
/ U ' ^ X U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

c Reduction Act of 1995. njfl persons are required respond to a collection of information unless t displays a valid OMB control number. 



Under the Paperwork \ 



CHANGE 

CORRESPONDENC 

Application 

Address to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




Application Number 



09/325,930 



Filing Date 



June 4, 1999 



First Named Inventor 



Fiesel 



Group Art Unit 



2838 



Examiner Name 



TBA 



Attorney Pocket Number 



C-DIT-1806 Fiesel 



Please change the Correspondence Address for the above-identified application 
to: 



XJ Customer Number 



28581 



Type Customer Number here 



OR 




□ 



Firm or 
Individual Name 



Address 



Address 



City 



State 



ZIP 



Country 



Telephone 



Fax 



This form cannot be used to change the data associated with a Customer Number. To change the 
data associated with an existing Customer Number use "Request for Customer Number Data 
Change" (PTO/SB/124). 

I am the : 

[ | Applicant/Inventor. 

I — | Assignee of record of the entire interest. 

I I Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96). 

Attorney or Agent of record. 

Registered practitioner named in the application transmittal letter in an application without i 
executed oath or declaration. See 37 CFR 1 .33(a)(1). Registration Number 



Typed or Printed A] 
Name 




, Esq. 



Signature 



Date 



24,2001 



NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple 
forms if more than one signature is required, see below*. 



Kl 'Total of. 



forms are submitted. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



Arthur L. Plevy, Esq. 
Duane, Morris & Heckscher, LLP 
100 College Road West, Suite 100 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 



Serial 
Title: 

Firs* Inventor' 
The PTO has received: 

□ Patent Application of 

Pages (including claims & abstract) 

□ Declaration or □ Designation Sheet 

□ Drawings Sheet(s)/Figs. to_ 

□ Priority Document 

□ Small Entity Declaration 

□ Assignment & Conveyance Cover Sheet 

□ Information Disclosure Statement 

□ PTO 1449 

□ Amendment 
D Affidavit or Declaration 

G Check No. 
Atty/Secy 



wentorV p-^ ^ 



o. - . for$_ 




Last Due Date: 

□ TM Application 

□ Statement of Use 

□ Extension of Tl 

□ Notice of Appe 

□ Brief 

□ Petition 
^gSitatus Request \3x 

□ Issue Fee ^ ' 

□ Application for 

□ Specimen 




// J^C ertificate of Mailing 

D Express Mail No * 

□ '. : 




STATUS LETTER REPLY 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Serial Number: £> V 3^5, ?3 V Group Art Unit: V 



Filing Date: {j>{ rtfi*} Attorney Reference: C ^ Dl I ~{M 



REQUESTER: 




(ijj Attorney of Record 

( ) Not of Record. Therefore, the following status information is being released to the 
following ATTORNEY OF RECORD: 



( ) Not of Record. Unfortunately, the status information can not be released because the 
requestor is not of record. If the requester should be of record, please forward 
additional changes to the Power of Attorney to the Customer Service Office. 

STATUS INFORMATION 

(JQ Action by the examiner 

Expected date for action on this application 
Month: /O Year: ^)c^ 

( ) Other (explain) 



• ,iiiif J hi! 
oct 10 m 



■ ; i< 



MDT200IO615 



Custonter Stervide Office 
Technology theater 2600 
(703) 306-0377 (voice) 
(703)872-9313 (fax) 



0/ 



United States FXtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/325,930 



06/04/1999 



HANS FIESEL 



3464 



7590 



06/19/2002 



ARTHUR LPLEVY ESQ 

GREENBAUM ROWE SMITH RAVltoAV^ 
HIMMEL LLP \\\ fe^f 

PO BOX 5600 

WOODBRIDGE, NJ 070950988 



EXAMINER 



3n ¥! 



,fi! 



rv 



J 



NATNAEL, PAULOS M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2614 

DATE MAILED: 06/19/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 




fUU] 



pjiJ 



CO 
CD 
CD 



CD 



CO 

EC 
EC 
O 



UJ 

z 
< 

D! 



POSTAGE 



f«ME MORRfS Up 



i 



Serial No.:^ 
Title: 



nentor: _ 



?3&.*f *>Q Filing Date: 6'^ f<jf DM File No.: 



First Inventor: 

ThcPTO has received: 
□ Patent Application of _ 



Date: 



23t 



Sl- 



Pages (Including claims & abstract) 
□ Declaration orD Designation Sheet 
D Drawings . Sheet(s)/Figs. to_ 

□ Priority Document 

□ Small Entity Declaration 

□ Assignment & Conveyance Cover Sheet 

□ Information Disclosure Statement 
OPTO 1449 

□ Amendment 

□ Affidavit or Declaration 



□ Check Na far* «*H*** ^ 



Last Due Date: _ 

□ TM Application □ ITU Basis 

□ Statement of Use 

□ Extension of Time 

□ Notice of Appeal 

□ Brief 

□ Petition 

^Status Request 
MD Issue Fee 

□ Application for Renewal 

□ Specimen ; 

^Certificate of Mailing 

Express Mail Na 



PTO STAMP 



Attv/Secv P^Cffff? 




Attorney Docket No. 
C-DIT-1806/FIESEL 



XRATION A NED POWER OF ATTORNEY 

1 (Patent, Design or C-l-P Application) 

As a below-named inventor, \ ~~ 

My residence, post office addreSs^nd^tjzeMj*^ are as stated below cnext to my name. 
I believe t am the original, first and IslStewremor (if only one name is l&ted below) or an original, first and jbinfi inventor (if plural names are stated below) 
of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought oratthe invention entitled; FREQUENCY CONVERTER FOR A TELEVISION SIGNAL 
the specification of which 

X is attached hereto 

_ was filed on as Application Serial No. and was amended on 

Of applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the afcove-en titled specification, including tthe claims, as amended by any amendment 
referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to &m examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations §1. 56(a). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Codte. §119 of any foreign applicatlon(s) tor patent or inventor's certificate listed below 
and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or investor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which priority 
is claimed. 

PRIOR FOREIGN APPLICATION(S) 



COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NO. 


DATE OF FILING 
{day, month, yeanj) 


PRIORITY CLAIMED 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. 119 


GERMANY 


198 25 455.5-31 


JUNE 6, 1998 


YES X NO 











LISTING OF FOREIGN APPLICATIONS CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 HE3REOF: YES NO _X 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of anyOJnited States application's) listed belraw and, insofar as the subject matter of each 
of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by Bhe first page of Title 35, United States Code, 
§1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as defined fin Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1, 56(a) which occurred between the filing 
date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing c3ate of this application 



(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (StatusD 

(patented, pending, abandoned) 

POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the fallowing attomey(s) and/or agent(s) totprosecute this application and transact all 
business In the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. - 

ARTHUR L. PLEVY, Reg. No. 24,277; EDWARD J. HOWARD, Reg. No. 42,670: JONATHAN M. DARCYVP. Reg. No. 44,054; ALAN A. 
I BORNSTEIN, Reg. No. 40.919; and PAUL A. SCHWARZ, Reg. No. 37577 | 



SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO: Arthur L Plevy. Esq. 

GREENBAUM, ROWE. SMITH, RAV1NL DAVIS & 
HIMMEL LLP 
P.O. Box 5600 



DIRECT TELEPHONE 
CALLS TO: 



Arthur L. Plevy, Esq. 
(732) 549-5600 



FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR #1 


LAST NAME: 
FIESEL 


FIRST NAME: 
HAffflS 


(MIDDLE NAME: 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


CITY: 

GLOTTERTAL 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY: 
GERMANY 


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP: 
(GERMANY 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 
LEIMENECKSTRASSE 8d 


CITY: 

GLOfTTERTAL 


STATE OR COUNTRY AND ZIP 
CODE: 

(GERMANY D-79286 


FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR #2 


LAST NAME: 


FIRST NAME: 


(MIDDLE NAME: 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


CITY: 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY: 


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP: 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


STATE OR COUNTRY AND ZIP 
CODE: 


FULL NAME OF 
INVENTOR #3 


LAST NAME: 


FIRST NAME: 


(MIDDLE NAME: 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


CITY: 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY: 


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP: 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS: 


CITY: 


STATE OR COUNTRY AND ZIP 
CODE: 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge ane true and that all statements made cm information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity, ot the 
application or any patent Issuing thereon. 



Signature of Inventor #1 


Signature of Inventor #2 


Signature of Inventor #3 


Date: 


Date; 


Date: | 



IN THE UNITED 



In Re Patent Application of: 
Fiesel 

Serial No.: 09/325,930 

Filing Date: 6/4/99 

For: FREQUENCY CONVERTER 
FOR A TELEVISION SIGNAL 

Commissioner of Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 




ATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 2614 
Atty Diet: C-DIT-1806 Fiesel 
Examiner: Natnael, Paulos M. 
Date: August 8, 2003 



STATUS INQUIRY 



Applicant by and through his counsel hereby inquires as to the current disposition of the above- 
identified case. On September 19, 2002, Applicant filed an Amendment and Response, which the Patent Office 
received on September 24, 2002 (copy of postcard enclosed). Applicant had also filed a Change of 
Correspondence Address, along with a Status Inquiry, on September 24, 2001, which the Patent Office received 
on September 26, 2001 (copy of postcard enclosed). Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests a status 
update of when the next action will take place on the application. Applicant further requests that the Patent 
Office provide a written reply to this status letter. 

Such reply may be faxed to the following correspondence address: 

Arthur L. Plevy, Esq. 

Duane Morris LLP 

100 College Road West, Suite 100 

Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Telephone: (609) 919-4402 ^ „ 

Facsimile: (609) 919-4401 RespegtfijlTy .submitted, 




L. PLEVY 
Reg. No. 24,277/ 

I hereby certify that this Status Inquiry is being mailed via first class mail with the United States Post 
Office under 37 CFR §1.10 on the date indicated above and is addres^ed^Jq t£e£ommi$sjpner of Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. /^(Jt 



['owe 
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c Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required ti^pond to a collection of info rmation unless I displays a valid OMB control number. 



Under the Paperwork f 



CHANGE OF ■ " » 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS^ 

Application ^^^et^ 

Address to; 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
^ Washington, D.C. 20231 



Application Number 



09/325,930 



tiling Date 
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Notice of Abandonment 



Application No. 

09/325,930 



Examiner 
Paulos M. Natnael 



Applicant^) 
FIESEL, HANS 



Art Unit 



2614 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of: 

l . EI Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 18 November 2003 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 to a final rejection Consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

<c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 
final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1 -1 1 1 . (See explanation in box 7 below), 
(d) (3 No reply has been received. 



2- □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, If applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on _ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The Issue fee required by 37 CFR 1,18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not boon received. 

3- D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 



4. □ The letter of express abandonment which Is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire Interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which Is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. O The reason(s) below: 



Despite repeated inquiry by the Examiner to find out what the status of the case is, Applicant's Representative has 
not responded. Examiner left message on the voice mail of Attorney Schwartz on June 23,25, and 28. 



Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b). or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1 .181. should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 



U.S. Pptcnl and Traderns/k Offlca 



PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 12 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Notice of a non-compliant amendment (37 CFR 1.121) was wrongly sent to 
Applicant. Consequently, this Office Action in response to the Amendment and 
Response received September 24, 2002 ? was delayed. The Examiner regrets the 
delay. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(©) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-12 are again rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Boie, U.S. Pat, No. 5,748,262. 

Considering claim 1, Boie discloses all claimed subject matter, note; 
The claimed frequency converter for converting an intermediate-frequency television 
signal (s2) to a low frequency by means of a mixer (4) which is fed at its radio-frequency 
signal input (4.1) with the intermediate-frequency television signal (s2) via an 
intermediate-frequency filter (3) and at its local-oscillator-signal input (4.2) with a local- 
oscillator signal (u), the frequency of the local-oscillator signal (u) lying in the range of 
an adjacent picture carrier (NBT) which is defined by a channel spacing (ko; ko*) and a 
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respective television standard, and which after the frequency conversion is suppressed 
as a converted adjacent picture carrier (NBT*), or at least attenuated 
to a negligible residual amplitude, by means of a high-pass selectivity skirt (HP) of a 
filter device (5), is met by the circuit of FIG.2 that comprises Mixer 1 0 which is fed with 
the intermediate-frequency television signal via an intermediate-frequency Filter 7 and 
at its local-oscillator signal input with a local-oscillator (12) signal, wherein the second 
pass band filter is "being adapted to eliminate the signals of the channels adjacent to 
this constant frequency limit of the transposed signal..." (Col. 3, lines 14-16). 

Considering claim 2, wherein the frequency offset (df) of the local-oscillator signal (u) 
from the adjacent picture carrier (NBT) is less than the high-pass cutoff frequency (fg) of 
the filter device is met by the disclosure in FIG.3D, wherein "the frequency f.sub.pc has 
been lowered by a value that depends on the frequency of the local oscillator 12." (Col. 
5, lines 14-16) 

Considering claim 3, wherein the mixer (4) is fed at the local-oscillator-signal input (4.2) 
with a quantized local-oscillator signal (u) f and that the harmonics produced by the 
mixer (4) are suppressed in the television signal (s4) by means of a low-pass selectivity 
skirt (TP1 , TP2) of the filter device (5) is met by Filter 1 3, Fig. 2. (See also col. 5. line 62 
through col. 6, line 2) 
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Considering claim 5, the claimed wherein the local-oscillator-signal input (4.2) is fed 
from a digitally controlled oscillator (8) whose frequency is determined by control signals 
(po) from a control unit (9) according to the respective television standard or the 
respective channel spacing is inherent, because a control unit such as a 
microprocessor, microcomputer, or any type of logic unit would have to be available in 
order to be able to control the overall function of the system by supply control signals to 
all units/parts of the system. 

Considering claim 6, the claimed wherein after the filter device (5), the television signal 
(s5) is digitized for the further signal processing by means of an analog-to-digital 
converter (6) is met by A/D converter 23. (Fig.2). 

Considering claim 7, Boie discloses all claimed subject matter, note; 

a) the claimed a mixer having first and second inputs and an output is met by Multiplier 
11. (Fig.2) 

b) the claimed first filter being coupled to said first input of said mixer and adapted to 
provide an intermediate-frequency television signal (s2) thereto is met by filter 7, Fig. 2; 

c) the claimed an oscillator coupled to said second input of said mixer and adapted to 
provide an oscillator-signal (u) lying in a range of an adjacent picture carrier (NBT) 
which is defined by a channel spacing (ko; ko*) and a respective television standard is 
met by Oscillator 12, Fig.2; 
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d) the claimed a second filter coupled to said output of said mixer for attenuating said 
adjacent picture carrier to a negligible residual amplitude is met by Filter 13, fig.2; 

Considering claim 8, see rejection of claim 2; 
Considering claim 9, see rejection of claim 3; 
Considering claim 1 1 , see rejection of claim 5; 
Considering claim 12, see rejection of claim 6; 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 10, 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boie, U.S. Pat. No. 5,748,262. 

Considering claim 4, Boie discloses all claimed subject matter, except for; 

The claimed wherein the local-oscillator signal (u) is a square-wave signal, particularly a 

signal having the values +1 and -1; 

Regarding claim 4, Boie doesn't appear to disclose whether the local-oscillator 
signal (u) is a square-wave signal with the values +1 and -1. However, Boie suggests 
that "the frequency of the oscillator 12 can be modified by means of a voltage U applied 
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to the oscillator 12, in order to adapt the fixed frequency f.sub.Lo to the TV standard 
concerned", (col. 5, lines 2-5) 

Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to the skilled in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the oscillator frequency with a 
desired value as suggested by Boie, since Applicant has not disclosed that having the 
range of +1 to -1 solves any stated problem and it appears that any desired value 
would perform equally well. 

Considering claim 10, see rejection of claim 4; 

Considering claim 13, Boie discloses the following claimed subject matter, note; 

a) filtering an intermediate-frequency signal with a first filter; generating an oscillator 
signal (u) is met by the filter 7, Fig.2; 

b) mixing said filtered intermediate-frequency signal and said oscillator signal (u) is met 
by the Mixer 10, Fig.2; 

c) filtering said mixed signals using a second filter having a high-pass selectivity skirt 
located near the frequency origin and a low-pass characteristic for higher frequencies is 
met by the Filter 1 3, Fig.2; 

Except for; 

d) separating said high-pass selectivity skirt filtered signal into visual and audible 
components for 

reproduction. 
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Regarding d), Boie doesn't disclose a method of separating the filtered signal into 
visual and audible components for reproduction. However, Examiner takes Official 
Notice here in that separating or demodulating or demultiplexing video/image/picture 
and audio signal and reproducing separately is well known in the art, and therefore, 
would have been obvious to the skilled in the art to modify the reference of Boie by 
providing a demultiplexer so that the signals are appropriately separated and 
transmitted to appropriate devices such as the display and speakers of the TV receiver. 

Considering claim 14, wherein said first filter comprises a surface-wave filter is met by 
the disclosure that the "two filters are advantageously SAW (surface wave) filters" (col. 
3. lines 19-20) 

Considering claim 15, see rejection of claim 2; 
Considering claim 1 6, see rejection of claim 3; 
Considering claim 17, see rejection of claim 4; 
Considering claim 1 8, see rejection of claim 6; 
Considering claim 19, see rejection of claim 5; 
Considering claim 20, see rejection of claim 5; 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed September 24, 2002 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Response follows: 
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Applicant's Arguments 

a) Accordingly, the filter processing of Boie, performed at IF, isolates the desired 
channel from the original signal. Furthermore, the filter 13 of Boie removes the adjacent 
channel by its low-pass selectivity skirt. (HP), which is located above the highest 
frequency of the desired channel-this means the selection must operate at a much 
higher frequency range than in the present invention. Therefore, the selectivity skirt of 
Boie is more critical to define and to realize than the simple low frequency selectivity 
skirt of the invention. Its slope is not critical whether in its relative low frequency range 
or in its demand of the steepness of the slope. 

b) Boie cannot be said to anticipate the present invention because Boie does not 
disclose performing baseband conversion using a LO frequency based on channel 
spacing and TV standard. Nor does Bole disclose suppressing converted adjacent 
channel, or at least attenuated to a negligible residual amplitude, by means of a high- 
pass selectivity skirt, as is claimed. 

c) With regard to independent claim 7, the examiner rejected this claim citing the same 
reference used in rejecting claim 1 . Thus, applicant's remarks made in response to the 
examiner's rejection of claim 1 are also applicable; in response to the examiner's 
rejection of claim 7. Accordingly, applicant submits that in view of the remarks made 
with regard to the rejection of claim 1 , which are repeated herein in response to the 
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rejection of claim 7, the examiner's rejection of claim 7 can no longer be sustained. 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration, withdrawal of the rejection and 
allowance of claim 7. 

d) With regard to claims 4 and 1 0, the examiner suggests that it would be obvious to 
vary a voltage to obtain a square wave output of local oscillator. However, contrary to 
the examiner's suggestion, Bole does not disclose or suggest or provide the motivation 
to one skilled in the art to modify the device of Boie as suggested by the examiner, In 
fact, one would not be motivated to implement the alteration of the LO setting as 
suggested by the examiner as the voltage U is used to alter the fixed LO frequency 
setting that is used for each different TV standard. One would not look to Boie to alter 
the fixed frequency of the LO frequency setting, as suggested by the examiner, as Bole 
only uses the voltage U to set the LO frequency setting for the different TV standards. 
Having shown that one would not look to Boie to implement the varying of the LO 
frequency setting, as suggested by the examiner, applicant submits that the present 
invention as recited in either claim 4 or 10 is not obvious in view of the reference cited. 

e) With regard to independent claim 13, contrary to the examiner's position, 
independent claim 13 is not obvious over the cited reference. As previously stated, Boie 
discloses filtering to remove channels above the desired channel and does not disclose 
a filter having a high-pass selectivity skirt located near the frequency origin, as is 
claimed in the present invention. Accordingly, independent claim 13 is not obvious in 
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view of the cited reference as even though de-multiplexing is well known in the art, Boie 
would not motivate one to develop the novel features of the present invention. 

Examiner's Response 

a) Boie discloses that the second filter 13 is a band pass filter, not low-pass. 
Aregument is unpersuasive, 

b) Of course. Boie discloses a conversion to baseband using LO frequency based on 
channel spacing. Because, Boie discloses that "in a first stage, the signal (Sn+1 ) of 
channels adjacent to said substantially constant frequency limit are eliminated by 
filtering, choosing the filtering characteristics such that, whatever the bandwidth of the 
signal to be digitized (that may change from one standard to another), t his signal to be 
digitized is not altered on its variable frequency limit side by the filtering." (col.2, lines 
26-32) Therefore, the argument that "Boie does not disclose performing baseband 
conversion using a LO frequency based on channel spacing and TV standard, is 
unpersuasive. 

c) see response in parts A and B. 

d) as shown in the rejection of claims 4 and 10, Boie clearly suggests that the LO signal 
can be modified, "in order to adapt the fixed frequency to the TV standard concerned", 
(col. 5, lies 2-5) Argument is unpersuasive. 
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e) Boie discloses a band pass filtering, and that "the limit 5a remains substantially 
constant, whatever the TV standard is used, so the filter 13 whose limit 1 5 is also 
constant can be used for all TV standards... The width Q of the pass-band of the second 
filter SAW is chosen such that the signal to be processed is not altered by the second 
filter 13, whatever the TV standard. In other words, we choose the bandwidth Q such 
that in all cases, whatever the standard, the lower limit 16 of the pass-band 14 of the 
second filter 1 3 is less than the lower limit 6a of the signal to be processed, (co. 5, lines 
45-55) Therefore, the argument that Boie "does not disclose a filter having a high-pass 
selectivity skirt located near the frequency origin, as is claimed in the present invention. 
Accordingly, independent claim 13 is not obvious", is unpersuasive. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paulos IVl Natnael whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0019. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (703) 305-4795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4750. 



Paulos Natnael 
November 16, 2003 
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